Honors Reading Program

Before we begin our first unit, you will design your own reading program around a central theme, event, problem, idea or personality that you wish to explore. You will select a minimum of three (3) sources to support that central theme, event, problem, etc.  All three sources should be historically based and focus on some aspect of World History. Of the 3 sources, ONE book must be non-fiction or an approved documentary.

Possible combinations for your sources:

1) 1 non-fiction, 1 fiction, 1 other (academic journal, reputable site, etc)

2) 2 non-fiction, 1 fiction

3) 1 non-fiction, 2 fiction
4) A documentary, 1 non-fiction, 1 fiction

5) A documentary, 2 fiction
You can add more sources if need be (must be approved by me first).
*I will give you a list of suggested books by Thursday August 23, 2018.

As a part of the reading program, you will:

FOCUS ON TOPICS THAT FOLLOW THE 1850s onward.

1. Develop at least three learning and/or guiding questions that will guide your analysis and research

2. Complete a Reading Program Form where you will write your suggested three learning/guiding questions, the sources you selected, and a brief explanation as to why you are choosing the topic you have selected. All the sources you select will need to be approved by Mr. Estanislao. DO NOT buy your books until your list has been approved.  Please note that your sources can/will change as you are completing your RP.  It is okay to adjust, refine and completely change your guiding questions as your RP evolves (It is expected).  Warning: If you keep changing your topic and/or sources it will be difficult to finish your yearlong paper. There will be three benchmarks (one each semester) to prove that you are working towards completing your RP.

3. Be responsible for obtaining your own copies of the books you plan to read.  However, if you do need assistance, the school is more than happy to order them for you.  Some of the books may be already in the school library. Most of the books suggested are available online (BUY USED) or can be located at your nearest public library.

4. Write a minimum of 12-20 paged research paper integrating all sources you have read.  The paper will address the central theme(s) of your reading program.  Your paper will clearly show you have “answered” and achieved your learning goals.  You will discuss your “AHA MOMENT!” (a moment of realization and/or acquisition of new knowledge) that captivates the audience for possible further investigation and inquiry.
Important dates (subject to change – about 10 weeks in-between)
Benchmark 1 due: Friday Nov 9, 2018
Benchmark 2 due: Friday Jan 25, 2019
Benchmark 3/Outline due: Friday April 12 
Final paper due: Friday May 17.

READING PROGRAM - PLEASE TURN THIS IN TO MR. ESTANISLAO
I have read and understand the information for Mr. Estanislao’s year long Reading Program.  

Student promise: I will be responsible for completing all elements of the Reading Program and will discuss changes to my program Mr. Estanislao at all times.
Parent/Guardian promise: I understand that this will be a yearlong research paper that will be completed in segments.  It is my responsibility to make sure they are reading the sources independently and working towards completing their paper towards the beginning of Semester 2.
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